








The sun shone (and the wind blew a little) at the Spetisbury Station Project's Railway
Extravaganza on 12 July. We had hoped to bring together the main Somerset & Dorset
railway organisations to remember the 60th anniversary of the line's closure on 6 March
1966, as well as the 70th anniversary of the closure of Spetisbury station on 17
September 1956. Unfortunately, the Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust and SDJR
Midsomer Norton were both unable to attend at the last minute, however the North
Dorset Railway from nearby Shillingstone brought along their display and historical
information was also provided by the Spetisbury Station Project thanks to new
information panels. The North Dorset Trailway, which utilises much of the S&D trackbed
between Spetisbury and Sturminster Newton for sustainable travel, was also
represented. Visitors were entertained by the newly formed Blandford Ukulele Band,
with summer refreshments including Pimms and home-made scones also on offer.
Visitor numbers were lower than expected and this was probably due to the hot weather
as well as the full closure of the main A350 at Charlton Marshall due to roadworks.
However, we raised awareness of the volunteer work we are doing and also raised funds
to enable us to make further improvements at the station.
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